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Primas - Cross / Balazs

Q. Okay. Did you remember the names John Williams and

Ed Swanson?

A. No.

Q. Did vyou know that the attorneys he had are different than
me and my co-counsel?

A. Oh, I'm sure of it.

Q. Okay.

You know that I wasn't his attorney, Amr's attorney,
back when he was at the Santa Rita Jail?
A. Yeah, yes.

Q. Okay.

Now, when he hired you to do legal research, he gave
you -=- he wanted you to do research and find ideas for his
case, for his defense?

A. Yes.

Q. And in doing that, he gave you some of the discovery

documents from his case?

A. Yes.
Q. In fact, he gave you guite a bit of discovery, right?
A. Yes.

Q. Because he wanted you to look at everything and be able to

help find some kind of a legal defense to his case?

A. Right.

Q. And at times, you kept some of the discovery in your Jjail

cell; is that right?
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A. Yes.

Q. And it was the cell with you and George Harmon. And you

had actually sometimes quite a bit of discovery in your jail

cell?

A. Yes.

Q. Was that at times like a box or more than one box?

A. Not a box. No. Maybe a stack or something like that. Not
a box.

Q. Okay.

I want to show you a few documents and ask if you

recognize these.

I'm going to give you three documents marked GG1,
GG2, GG3, ask if you recognize them.
(Reviewing documents.)
THE WITNESS: Yes.
BY MR. BALAZS:

Q. And what are they?

A. They are different papers from out of the law library.
Q. And those were some of those -~ some of the materials that
you copied for Amr; is that right?

A. Yes.

And, in fact, they have your --

A. My —--
Q. -- 1nitials on them sometimes?
A. Yes.
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A. Yes.

Q. And those were four separate burglaries, right?

A. Yes.

Q. And that also the charges alleged that you had nine prior
felony convictions?

A. Yes.

Q. And were all -- were all those prior felony convictions
true that were alleged?

MR. WALDINGER: Your Honor, I'm not sure, I haven't
looked at the document, but I think that Rule 609 would exclude
some of those.

THE COURT: It may, but if you haven't looked at the
document, vyou can't tell me which are excluded and which are
included.

MR. WALDINGER: I haven't seen the information.

THE COURT: Well, that's your problem, isn't it? I
mean, the information is available.

The objection is overruled.

BY MR. BAILAZS:

Q. Were those four -- were those nine felony convictions in
that information all true? That you were convicted of each of
those nine crimes?

A. Either I pled no contest, but I -- yeah, I was found not --
I was found guilty, vyes.

Q. Okay.
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And at the time of the robbery, you were also on

parole; 1is that right?
A, VYes.
Q. Now, the robbery charge carried a penalty of two, three, or
five years imprisonment?
A, Yes.
Q. And the gun charge carried a mandatory ten years; is that
right?
A. I'm not sure about that.
Q0. You're not sure? You were a jailhouse lawyer at the jail?
A. But a mandatory ten years? Not to my recollection, no.
Q. Didn't do any research on your oOwn case?
A. Yes, but I didn't read a mandatory ten years.
Q. Okay.
Your attorney never told you that?
A. Not to my recollection, no. I mean, you could be right.
But I'm just saying I don't remember the mandatory ten years.
0. Not something that would stick in your memory, huh?
A. Oh, definitely would.

Q. Okay.

Now, on the additional burglary charges, you knew
that you could get additional time for each of those’
burglaries, right?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know how much time you could have gotten?
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wanted to give’to the prosecutors?
A. Yes.
Q. Now, by the time you met with prosecutors -- by the time
you met with prosecutors, you were willing to do almost
anything to get out of jail, right?
A. Well, I guess I would -- to get out of jail? Yeah, I mean,
I would have, yes.
Q. You would?
A. Not anything, but yeéh, practically. I would have done a
whole lot of things to get out, yes, sir.
Q. Okay.

In fact, you -- in March of 2004, you wrote a letter

to the judge and your State Court case asking him to give you
probation?
A. I could have, yes.
Q. Let me -- let me show you a document.
THE COURT: What's the number of this one?
MR. BALAZS: It's FF.
BY MR. BALAZS:
Q. Ask if you recognize this.
(Reviewing document.)
BY MR. BALAZS:
Q. Is that a document in your own handwriting?
A. Yes, 1t is.

Q. And it's your signature on the bottom?
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A. Yes.

Q. Wasn't that just a way of getting out of jail right away?
A. No. There was no mention of no promises, no anything.

Q. No promises, but wasn't that the reason you asked to meet
with the federal prosecutors?

A. At the beginning, no.
At the beginning, it was out of the goodness of your heart?
A. It was out of thinking that somebody might get hurt.
Q. Okay.
Now, at that meeting, you gave them two pieces of
paper, right -- well, I'm sorry, let me take that back.
At that meeting, I think you testified that you gave

prosecutors a note that had to do with the vandalism of

Tom Huang's car that said something concerning pay your debts;

do you remember that?

A. Yes.

And that was something that Amr wrote?
A. Yeah, it could have been, yes.

Q. Okay.

So he wrote that note that had to do with the
vandalism with Tom Huang's car, right?

A. Um—-hrm.

Q. Now, you also gave him another document, which is marked
Government's Exhibit 127A. I want to show you this.

A. Yes, yes.
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Q. Do you remember that?

A. Yes.

Q. That's a note that you gave to the prosecutors and the FBI
at the meeting, right?

A. Right.

Q. Or at least you showed it to them.

That's all in your handwriting, right?

A. Yes.

Q. And that's —-- that's the piece of paper that lists all
the -- lists different witness names, right?

A. Yes,

Q. Now, didn't you copy those names from the discovery from

Amr Mohsen's case?

A. Umm, actually, Amr gave me the -- umm, the addresses. He
would give me sheets of paper. Some of the discovery he had,
like, for —-- I think it was for Mr. Kuranz, he had found the

phone number and stuff on the back. So he gave me that so I

wrote 1t down.

So all these different addresses that I had had that

I gotten from him, I wrote down in one. And I gave this to the

FBI agent.
Q. Okay.

So you didn't -- you didn't get those names from
Amr's discovery and then give it to the prosecutors in a -- in

a plan to be able to try to get yourself a lower sentence?

Sahar McVickar, RPR, CSR 12963
Official Court Reporter, U.S. District Court
(415) 626-6060




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

1%

20

21

22

23

24

25

Case 3:03-cr-00095-WBS Document 574-2  Filed 04/18/2006 Page 31 of 33

1597

Primas - Cross / Balazs
A. I was -- yeah, I mean, I was hoping that, you know, maybe
they could -- you know, something would -- you know, would turn

out good for me. For doing a good turn, you get a good turn.
I mean, that had crossed my mind, but they never -- the whole
time the prosecutors told me they couldn't -- you know, they
can't give me anything, you know what I mean.

Q. They couldn't guarantee you anything?

A. They couldn't guarantee me anything and they weren't --
they weren't going to sit there and tell me that they would

guarantee me anything.

Q. Right. But you understood that the more you did, the more
it could help you in your case?

A. I was still under the impression that there was no
guarantees. That's all I knew was that there was no
guarantees.

Q. That is not my guestion. My guestion is not whether there
was no guarantees, 1t's whether you understood that the more
you did, the more it could help you in your State Court case?
A. Not necessarily the more I did. I figured by just going in
this one time was -- 1t was enough. I mean, going in there the
one time put my life on the line, right there.

Q. Right. Just going in there then. But you also agreed
afterwards then to wear a wire, right?

A. Yes.

Q. That it could potentially cause some --
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(Handing witness transcript.)

BY MR. BALAZS:

Q. Now, can you read the first paragraph that refers to you,
Manny? Can you read that?

A. In highlight?

Q. Yeah.
A. "I" -- "I told him, I said, 'You know, I gave these people

oy

your address.
Q. Okay.
Now, isn't that -- isn't that what you said you told
Chris Forvour”?
A. Yes.
Q. Okay.
And what was the reason you gave —-- you told Amr
that you gave people his address?
A. I told Amr that so that, like, for the stuff that had been
done, he would -- you know, he would know that he had to pay
them to know that we were serious. ILike I said before,
otherwise, he would have just thought that, hey, maybe they're
not really doing anything, you know. That they are saying they
are doing because he kept wanting results and this was just
letting him know that the people that do these things are going
to want to get paid.

Q. Okay.

Now, that was -- that statement that you told
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A. It says, "Let him do the talking. Get as much detail as

possible.”
Q. Okay.
Is that what Chris Forvour told you?
A, This transcript is true, it would have to reflect that.

Q. Do you have any reason to believe it's not true?

A. No.
Q. Okay.

Now, during the -- during the videotaped
conversation that we saw in court, you were trying hard in that
tape to get Amr to agree to the idea of killing the Jjudge,
weren't you?

A. I don't know if I was trying to -- maybe I got a little
pushy, I'm not sure, but I was —--

Q. But he never agreed in that videotape to -- to plan the --
to kill the judge; isn't that right?

A. He never -- I think he did.

Q. Those -- there was preliminary discussions, but he says his
conscience was bothering him and he wanted to think about it;
isn't that right?

A. It seemed -- he would -- you know, he would use the

conscience routine as he did on Dave Moore, but then again,

even the car wasn't enough. Now I want to send him a note,
what was he going to do —-- that's just my way. You would have
to be in the situation and around him to -- to feel and to know
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